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Message from the Search Committee 

                                   

We, the parishioners of St. Martinõs, are 

very enthusiastic about searching for 

our new Rector. Our goal is to find the 

one  person who will appreciate our 

strengths, accept our challenges, 

strengthen us in our weaknesses, and 

most importantly guide us in our           

spirituality, growth in our ministries, 

and service to our community.  

We know that the person who is chosen 

will want to know all about our church 

as  decisions are made. One of our     

parishioners, in one of our many small 

group discussions about our needs and 

search, described St. Martinõs the       

following way:  

òWarm, inviting, friendly, open;       

spiritually soothing, a little gem of a 

church community on East Brainerd 

Road.ó 

Welcome to our Profile, a description 

and pictures of our òlittle gem of a 

church!ó We pray that the coming      

decisions will be for all our betterment 

and to the glory of God.  

Welcome to Chattanooga 

St. Martin is nestled in a special location in the Tennessee Valley, just east 

of downtown Chattanooga, in Hamilton County, Tennessee. Our city is a 

diverse and interesting place to live and visit.   A view from Signal         

Mountain, one of our local area mountains, is shown at the right. Read the 

Chattanooga Metro Info , Page 2, to provide more clarity about our location.             
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Special Events and Attractions  

Worshiping  in East Brainerd 

Visiting the Area 

                                                                                                    

¶ Median income: $60,616, 7th highest in 

Chattanooga neighborhoods                                                                                                                 

¶ Work statistics: About 38,000 people 

There are a number of web-

sites that will tell the tale of a 

special city and worshipful 

church. The reader may wish 

to visit the following:  

St. Martin s Episcopal 

Church: 

http://www.stmartinsec.org/   

The Diocese of  

East Tennessee 

http://www.etdiocese.net/ 

City of Chattanooga 

http://www.chattanooga.gov/ 

Chattanooga, Take Me There 

http://

www.chattanoogafun.com/ 

 

Four Bridges Arts Festival 

River Gorge Explorer 

Moccasin Bend National Park 

Bluff View Art District 

Chattanooga Choo Choo 

Chattanooga Zoo 

Tennessee Aquarium 

Lookout Mountain ( Rock City, 

Ruby Falls, Incline )  

Civil War Battlefield 

Heritage Park 

African American Museum  

Riverbend Music Festival  

Hunter Museum of Art 

Coolidge Park and Carousel 

Delta Queen                         

Audubon Acres 

Creative Discovery Museum for Children 

Golf Courses ( 28 )  

Chickamauga Lake and Marinas 

Southern Writers  Conference 

Chattanooga Market 

Opera, Symphony, and Theatre 

Chattanooga Metro Info 

Population: 154,000 in city; 

almost 500,000 in metro area 

Interstate Service : Via I-24,       

I-75, I-59, and metropolitan 

airport; about two hours or so 

driving time from Atlanta,          

Birmingham, Nashville, and 

Knoxville 

Higher Education: University of 

Tennessee at Chattanooga, 

Chattanooga State Community 

College, Lee University, South-

ern Adventist University, a vari-

ety of professional and  techni-

cal schools, and a short 45-

minute drive from the University 

of the South at Sewanee 

Green Transportation: Riverwalk 

along Tennessee River and 

shuttle fleet/zero-emission    

electric buses manufactured in 

Chattanooga for downtown use 

East Brainerd, the location of              

St. Martin, is just east of Downtown       

Chattanooga, about two miles from          

Interstate 75 as it runs north to             

Knoxville, south to Atlanta, and         

connects to I-24 west to Nashville, and 

I-59 to Birmingham, in a community that 

was very rural during the mid-twentieth 

century. It has experienced substantial 

growth in both residential and           

commercial development throughout the 

late twentieth century and now into the 

twenty-first. Here are facts about East 

Brainerd:  

¶ Population: 50,000; projected 50% growth over next 

ten years  

¶ Population demographics: 80% Caucasian, 15%    

African American, 5% Hispanic and Asian                           
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 A Bit of History 

Mission Statement 

In the 1950s, eight acres of 

property in the East Brainerd 

suburb of Chattanooga were 

purchased through the efforts 

of The Episcopal Commission 

of Southeast Tennessee, a 

consortium of area Episcopal 

Churches then dedicated to 

developing new missions. The 

property contained the uncom-

pleted Jolley House, a two-

story colonial house, and an 

additional rental cottage, and 

became the site of the first 

church. 

In early 1960, four families 

from Grace Episcopal and one 

from St. Paul s Episcopal be-

gan discussing the feasibility of 

beginning a new mission in the 

East Brainerd area. Within the 

next few months, Grace Episco-

pal had agreed to be the mission 

sponsor and St. Martin's was 

born. 

The first service was held in the 

East Brainerd School Library on 

the first Sunday in September, 

1960. During the next month, the 

Jolley House was remodeled and 

with a small addition it was made 

suitable for holding services.  The 

first service was held on the 

property on Christmas Eve, 1960. 

Rough beginnings led to an ac-

tive church. Renovations over 

time have resulted in St. Martin 

as it appears today. Take a walk 

through our church on Page 10. 

 

 

We are the body of Christ communicating and nurturing Christian       

values through involvement in St. Martin's and the community as we 

reach out to all and share God's love. 

After 50 years we are  

just getting started! 


